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German as an Aid in the Study of Theology. — "What more and what 
better can the Colleges do in fitting men for the study of Theology, and so 
in fitting men to become ministers?" This question is asked by President 
Charles F. Thwing, of Western Reserve University, who gives in the Outlook 
for October 7, extracts from the responses of various theological teachers. Prof. 
G. F. Moore of Andover, emphasizes the need of the study of German in the 
Colleges. He writes : " I will name only one point where the Colleges all 
seem to fail. We get very few men who have not studied German ; and we 
do not get one in ten who can read German in such a way as to be of any 
use to him or us. Whether too little time is given to it, or whether it is not 
well taught, or whether the students themselves slight it, I cannot say. Ger- 
man is as indispensable now as ever Latin was to the student of theology." 
President Thwing himself in commenting on the answers, writes: "The study 
of German is to be emphasized in the College, not merely for its own sake 
(although this is worthy), but also as a tool. German is the language of the 
best modern scholarship. The works most essential to a theologian are 
written in German ; some of them which are the most necessary are not 
translated. No one can presume to be a thorough and ripe scholar in the 
important matters of theology without the ability to read German with facility. 
The testimony of Professor Moore of Andover, that nearly all students of 
theology are able to read German somewhat, but only a few are able to so read 
it as to make it of much value in theological investigation, is true beyond 
Andover. Colleges, therefore, should emphasize the study of German." 
President Hartranfl, of Hartford Seminary, in his letter, also states strongly 
this need. T. H. R. 

The Kingdom of God — The prominence in the theological thought of this 
day, of the idea of the kingdom of God, is an evident fact of no little 
importance.' It is not strange that at present there should be much diver- 
gence of opinion in the interpretation of Christ's conception of the kingdom. 
Dr. Cone in the New World for September, as mentioned elsewhere in this 
number, maintains that Jesus conceived of the kingdom as belonging wholly 
to the present order of things, involving indeed a moral transformation of 
human society, but coming unobtrusively and gradually. Those sayings 
attributed to Jesus which refer to a future kingdom to be ushered in by his 
own second coming in power and glory, he regards as misrepresenting the 
real thought of Jesus. On the other hand, Dr. H. H. Wendt, of Heidelberg, 
in an article translated in the Expository Times for October, criticises the view 
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of Dr. J. Weiss, that Jesus regarded the kingdom of God simply as an 
eschatological state, such as will not and cannot be realized under the condi- 
tions of the present earthly dispensation, holding, on the contrary, that while 
in many passages Jesus does thus speak of a future kingdom, which indeed 
he looked to see established within the life-time of men then living by his 
return from heaven after his death, yet he also spoke of the kingdom of 
heaven as something already in existence. Thus we have presented to us 
three views, one that Jesus spoke only of a kingdom belonging to this dis- 
pensation, another that he spoke only of a kingdom belonging to a future 
dispensation, a third that he spoke of both. The point of agreement among 
these three writers is that our present gospels represent Jesus as speaking of 
a future kingdom to be set up on his return from heaven. Evidently there 
is still need to study this great term of Jesus' thought. E. D. B. 



